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; .„ a„ Prior versions, and listings, of c»a.ms in the 

This listing of claims will replace all pnor ve 

application: 

ana slorlnB liquWi . or <h° comprislnfljatlSSEEat 

, can.r oonwov«. .h l iM. a hy ,. m,. lir1I^K.e,J»^ 

i . iMln inv .u J , n , nnd M U l. m i n r . p pW m m . 

g»n.nudatlnathe carrier nonwoven a^d^. H nlu a u.urn rn n tnrt. ri^ 



3fiEbdng.a thin intemiediate m.c«>fibre layer l^app«e^to the consolidated 
carrier nonwoven . u.y .. by mnnnr o f th .. i n o ltb low n p r n m .. > .-ai^l 

3^^^,^^,^^ pulp .•■b.ulu.orlrfl r ntn p pll B rWf.hrPsto *is.the.lntermedlate 

layea and uwui y lhin g ir intoroonne rt ftri 

2 (currentiy amended) Method according to claim 1. characterised in that the 
p„p fi^..4ayeMs.e.«*-«*ed^^ *e Intenr^edlate microflbre 

layer and additionally to the carrier nonwoven by means of hydrodynamic needling. 

3 (currently amended) Method according to daim 1 . .ha«cterised4Mha^ 
,,eed^>u. I. .pplinri further rofnpr|slnq.PP»Ylnq a fourth layer as a cover layer 
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nMM ' " 

U»tho cubco n nont conco l ldo^°^y 

a meltwowlng device (7) crr.,lr1f>rt f i fw^n^^f^^m Wel7-)aYlpq deViQe . t o 
apply a fine intermediate layer formed from microflbres or, t h e r^rri^r popvypve ri. 
tt4€n o dov i co ( R ) 

^,.-.. V H.vin« dc --*-''"' th^ melt hlowinq device to apply tW>ulp 
r. b . o (wood p. .IP ) i n y^ fihms to thf. fine intermediate l^yer , and ««aHy 

a water needling device provirlPd downstream of ttiQ «.r-lav <jevice t o . 
connect gt least the pulp fibres to the micmfbresa n d p ocai b ly t. I > . > Ih o fib r oc of th n 
Gor i ior lay e r . 

5. (currently amended) Device according to claim 5. ehar«ete«ee*4n*a^ 

,,pp„^.p.^.K,...K>..rnomorisinaa devic e, ou .1 . t Il n u mnn hin. f1' T) o r 

^p,„,^^,^^^,^b,i^sy6tem. for applying a cover layer to the pulp fibro layor of the 

.umpooito nn n v ^-E^^unw^^d-e^h^^^ prn>^i<1^ri hf^tween y^e air-laV 



device 



and the jbuvo montionnrl water needling devlce-(44^. 



6. (currently amended) Device according to claim 4, > J.a.u Q t orioo d in th Tit 
teHewH ^i hu ..u b l ayi.. u Mr r.i rn (1 1 ) f n. Um uj..i m n firH n f n llfrther 
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uBstreaiEOf the meltblowing devlce-R. 

^«=im rharacterlsed In that the web-laying 
7 (new) Device according to claim 3. cnaracienseu 

device is a carding machine. 

8. (new) Device according to claim 3. characterised in that the web-iaying 
device is a spunbonded fabric system. 

9. (new) Method according to claim 1 . characterised in that the step of providing 
the carrier nonwoven comprises providing a carded nonwoven. 

10. (new) Method according to claim 1. characterised In that the step of providing 
the carrier nonwoven comprises providing a spunbonded nonwoven. 

1 1 . (new) Method according to claim 1. charactrerised in that the step of applying 
loose pulp fibres comprises an air-laying pulp fibres on the intemiediate layer. 

12. (new) Method according to claim 11. characterised in that the steps of the 
method are carried out in a continuous system. 

1 3. (new) Method according to claim 1 . characterised in that the steps of the 
method are carried out in a continuous system. 
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